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THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. PAUL'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH & DAY SCHOOL

Save the Dates

December 1

Friday Guild Holiday
Bazaar and L uncheon.
Reservations required.
Call Deb Schneider for
reservations.

December 3rd
Progressive Dinner

RSV Ptothe Church Office
or by signing up on the
bulletin board at the south
entrance.

December 10th
Lessons & Carols
10:30worship service.

December 16

Kid'sDay 10-2
Elementary Agekidsto
Bishop Spencer place for
caroling 2-3.

January 7th
Baptism Sunday

TheNext Healing
Service
will be December 12th,
duringthe
10:30 Eucharist

Thenext Epistlewill
bemailed Dec. 6th
Deadline Dec. 5th.

Rector’s notes: Last evening, | watched as a flock of crows (technically a“murder” of crows,
but that seems rather extreme) circled the Plaza. | must have watched for ten minutes as
thousands of crows circled and swooped all over the sky above the Plaza. What little | know
about behavioral biology suggests there must be some advantage to the crows' survival to gather
like thisin the colder months. In contrast, we humans seem to think we can survive on our own,
rugged individuals. My experiences following Katrina convinced me how flawed atheory this
really is. We, like the crows, are created to be social, not just for the fun of it, but also for our
very survival. During this stewardship time of year, | hope you consider not only the financial
component of your parish involvement, but also your active participation in thelife of the parish.
“Flocking” together ishow we create relationship, community, and cohesion (though sometimes
we may feel like “murder”-ing together). It is a way we explore who we are and what we are
called to do/to be as the Body of Christ. Itisaway for usto enjoy the fellowship of our diverse
community of parishioners and apprehend the mystery of God's presence among us.

Advent beginsin just afew days, anew year for usto consider the story of our faith
and the story of our God. | am very aware that thisis a busy time of year and that there will be
many competing demands upon our time. Asyou make your plansand fill out your calendar with
commitments and obligations, | ask you to remember the focal point of this season for us—itisa
time of anticipation and preparation for the celebration of the Incarnation of God in our midst.
Please allow sufficient time for worship, prayer, and reflection upon this deep memory that is at
the core of al that thistime of year means to us as faithful persons. Asistruein almost
everything of depth and meaning, we reap as we sow.

Recently our Bishop called to inquire how things were going for my family and me.
Truthfully, I confessed to him thistransition has not gone as smoothly as| had hoped. Finding
“THE house” which jumps out at us and says, “| am your new home”, seems to be a never-
ending quest right now. Changing positions after 16+ yearsin the sameinstitution and asa
manager is areal adventure for Guytie. Moving into a new school for her senior year after a
lifetime in the same town and going to school “forever” with the same people has not been
without anguish for Sarah. Erin hasfound it difficult finding aniche that worksfor her. All this
said, without exception, each of usis thankful we are in Kansas City and at S. Paul’s. We are
thankful to be in a place that is open to the richly diverse quality of the human experience. We
arethankful to bein acommunity that isseeking to discern God'swill and purpose, individually
and corporately. We are thankful to be in a community that wants to be a beacon of faith where
it is—where God has graced it to be. “ Truthfully,” | told the Bishop, “if | were not having so
much fun being the rector of &t. Paul’s, | am not sure | could do this’. Everyday, | give thanks|
have been called to serve as your rector. It ismy privilege to be here. It is my joy to know | am
where God intends me to be. Despite all the unexpected and expected aggravations of this
move, | (and we) am thankful to be a part of the parish family of St. Paul’s Westport/KCMO. |
hope you too have things to be thankful for during this season of Thanksgiving. rsr+



Worship and Liturgy

A Collect from the &. Paul’s EfM Group
O God our Creator, Who blessed us to live in community, fellowship, and

love,

Help us to discern where fairness and justice exist,

And to support those in our community who exemplify your teaching.

ChristmasAltar

A special way to remember aloved onethisholiday seasonisto contributeto St. Paul’sChristmasAltar. &. Paul’s
Altar Guild provideslovely decorationsfor Christmas. Please call Susan Williamsat 913-341-6801.

L essons and Carols
December 10th during the 10:30 Eucharist

The Festival of Lessonsand Carolsisaformat of Christian worship service celebrating the birth of Jesusand
traditionally followed at Christmas. Theformat isbased on an order drawn up by E.W. Benson, later Archbishop of
Canterbury, for Christmas Evein 1880. Wherever the serviceisheard and however it isadapted, the strength of the
servicederivesfrom thelessonsand not themusic. Themain themeistheloving purposesof God, seen through the
windowsand wordsof the Bible.

Weinviteyou to attend this specia serviceto sharein the beginningsof the Advent season aswe prepare our hearts
for renewal through thebirth of the Christ Child.

Thenext datefor baptism will be December 7th at the 10:30 am. service. If you are
interested in having abaptism on that day please contact the Rector to schedul e an appointment.

The Next Healing Service
will be December 12th,
during the 10:30 Eucharist




EDUCATIONAND FORMATION FORALL

Adult Forum Schedule
9:15-10:15
Coffee and Fellowship before the adult forum series.

On December 3, 10, and 17, the Adult Forum presents a series broadly titled

“Defrocking &. Nick: Balancing Spiritual and Secular Dimensions of Advent

andChristmas.” No disrespect to Nicholas intended — part one of thetitleisintentionally playful. The second part is more
serious and identifies a past and present tension many experience during Christmas season. Our first session looks at insights from a
variety of related sources which may help express balance. These sources include the theological principle of viamedia, winter solstice
observances, shamanic practices, thelife of Nicholas of Myra, and C. Clement Moore's famous poem. Session two delvesinto moods
and experiences of Christmastime, from the (sometimes) frenetic excitement of children to genuine depression among adults. What isit
about this particular time of year which elicits such a spectrum of responses over arelatively short period of time? Session three
touches on media Christmas specias (e.g., A Charlie Brown Christmas, The Grinch Who Stole Christmas, 1t'sA Wonderful Life,
Dicken’s Christmas Carol— how many can you list off hand?) Arethere specialsyou arefond of or really dislike? Why? Please come
and join in the presentations. Bill Mclnerny presenting.

Children and Youth

Gathering Time9:10
Children areinvited to gather together to sharein ashort devotion and conver sation beforejoiningtheir
Sunday School Classesat 9:30. Wewill meet in the Godly Play room on thethird floor.
GradesPrek-5th Grade

Children’sChoir practice9:00-9:30

Children’s Choir

We have had several children join usthisfall, and we have been delighted to welcome them. If you know of other
children who would like to join us, we begin at 9:00 am. on the third floor music room (across the hall from the Sunday
school rooms). We always start with donuts. Those children who are still “pre-readers’ are picking up words and tunes
quickly from the older children. We are beginning to learn advent and Christmas music, so come join us! Contact Bruce
Sorrell at _kcchamberorchestra@sbcglobal .net if you have questions.

Sunday School 9:30a.m. - 10:20a.m. - Third Floor
Youth meet each Sunday in the Youth Room. Grades 6-12
Join us for study and discussion focused around the Gospel reading for the day.
Children 3yrsto Kindergarten participate in Godly Play.
Grades 1-5 study scripture, traditions, and mission using the Lectionary based
Episcopal Curriculum Living the Good News.

Children, Youth and Family Events

ALL FAMILY SKATING PARTY
WHEN: December 2nd from 7:30-10:00 pm
WHERE: Skate World on the NW side of 1-35 and Shawnee
Mission Parkway.
COST: $6.75
WHO: Kidsin grades 3-12 and all families and individuals
interested in joining us. RSV P Please to the church.

The Rector’s First Sunday Visitor’s Class-Exploring a Lived Faith December 3rd
in the Westport Room 9:15-10:15.




If you know of amember that isill or in thehospital pleasecall thechurch officeor ArlineTaylor sothat
wecan deliver thealtar flowerstothem after the Sunday services.

When to call your rector....

@ When someone in your family is dying. Call the office as soon as possible. | want to be available to you and
your loved one. Don’'t worry about waking me up. | want to be on hand and available to you in the midst of your grief, not
just after the fact. (rector’s home phone 816.561.7741)

@ When someonein your family isseriously ill. Call the office (816.931.2850). | will seethem in the hospital as
soon as possible.

@ When someone in your family is going to have surgery. Call in advance. | can arrange for communion in the
hospital before surgery or during the recovery period. Healing prayers can be offered with those awaiting surgery.

@ When you or someone in your family is having acrisis of faith. Call to make an appointment for avisit. The
people of St. Paul’s are the top priority and | will see you just as soon as | can.

@ When someone is planning awedding. If you intend for the wedding to be celebrated at St. Paul’s, call the
rector soon after the question is popped so we can discuss the requirements of the church and set dates.

@ When someone in your family loses ajob, loses afriend to death, or is suffering from chemical dependency or
depression.

@ When achildisborn, itisgreat to get acall even before the birth. | would like the opportunity to make avisit to
bless both parents, new born, and the family.

@ When you just need to talk to the rector. Call and we will find a good time and a good place just to visit.
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PARISH LIFE

“None of what happens at . Paul’s happens in a vacuum. We are a dynamic and energizing swirl of
committed persons.” R. Stan Runnels-Rector

The Annual Giant Cookie Ingathering
Our Gift Wrap and Cookie I ngathering for shut-in memberswill beat 10:30 am. Tuesday, December 19, inthe
Garden Room. Please bring 5to 6 dozen cookies (no nuts, please) to share with our homebound members. Evenif you
can't bring cookies, pleasejoin usfor fellowship and fun. Bring asalad and stay for lunch. Questions? Contact

Charlotte Gibson at 816-561-7962 or Nancy Hawley at 913-383-1662.

2006 PLEDGE DEADLINE. All pledges and other donations must be in the church office by December 31

to be counted on your 2006 tax return. If you are mailing a pledge payment or donation, please remember that the envel ope
must be postmarked by December 31, 2006.

Day School admission deadline Dec. 1

The Day School is now accepting applications for admission for the 2007-2008 school year. Parish membersin good
standing and sibling families are given priority aslong astheir applications are submitted by December 1. After that date,
all applications are part of the general application pool. For more information, please contact admissions director Mary
Dobbinsat the Day School, 816-931-8614.

Bridge Anyone?
Areyou and/or afriendinterested in playing bridge during the daytime on aregular basis? ThisisNOT serious,
Grand Master Bridge. It ISafun, social event. Please call Kent McCall at 816-756-0854 for additional information.

December 2 - All Family Roller Skating Party

7:30 - 10 p.m. at Skate World on the NW side of 1-35 and Shawnee Mission Parkway. The cost is $6.75 per person. This
isan activity for kidsin grades 3-12 and all families and individualsinterested in joining us. RSV P Please to the church.

December 3 - 5:30 p.m. Progressive Dinner. Dinner is $15 a person. RSVP to the Church office or

sign up on the bulletin board at the south entrance. The dinner will be at the homes of the Gerwicks, Watts, and Hodges.
Details and maps will be handed out prior to the dinner. No child care will be available at the church for this off- site event
dotoinsurance/liability guidelines

Sarbucks Coffee and &. Paul’s
Combine Outreach Efforts

This Christmas season, two local Starbucks Coffee stores will donate the toys and books they receive for the
needy to our food pantry. Any items we receive from Starbucks beyond our need will be donated to &. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Kansas City, Kansas.

Did you know Starbucks seeks to improve the economic and environmental conditions of the communities they serve?
Their effortsinclude:
» Paying farmersfair prices for their coffee and offering favorable terms such as long term contracts and dealing
directly with farmers
» Collaborating with anumber of farms on social projectsto improve the quality of life of farmers, their families,
and community members such as schools or health clinics
»  Supporting anumber of loan programs that will help provide affordable credit to coffee farmers
»  Supporting educational programsin Chinathrough acommitment to the Starbucks China Education Foundation
»  Promoting conservation in coffee growing countries and utilizing cupsin their stores which are 10% post
consumer product



OUTREACH

Lived Faith Opportunitiesfor All tojoin in

Every Sunday isFood Pantry Sunday at S. Paul’s
Pantry and M ealsOn Wheelsneed brown paper bagsand plastic bags.

Diapers* & Dallars

A project of the Spouses of the Clergy of the Diocese of West Missouri

Mothersin Haiti usually have limited access to diapers, perhaps only one or two converted rags or towels used as
diapers. The Clergy Spouses are seeking to get donations of cloth diapers and dollars (to pay for shipping & special
vaccination clinics) to be given to the mothers at Maison de Naissance in Haiti (the Episcopal birthing hospital).

| am asking you to join mein this special project of our Diocesan Clergy Spouses. | am hoping to collect at |east
100 dozen diapers here at St. Paul’s. Bring the diapers to the office any day of the week or bring the diapersto church
on Sunday. You will see alarge container to place the diapers and pinin. | will make sure they get delivered to the new
mothersin Haiti.

Thanks, Guytie Runnels
*Diaper pins are needed too

Haiti

by Dr. Herb Davis

In Haiti the family unit is very devoted and supportive of each member. Living on avery meager income and
happy and thankful for what little they have, the average Haitian family income for ayear is $150 to $250 American
dollars.

Each member of the family, including the children, have specia dutiesto preform. Les Cayes, the vicinity where
our mission Ravine aL'anseislocated, in an agricultural area. The ground istilled by the use of aheavy metal hand hoe.
The older children, men and women preform this duty. Their main crops arerice, corn, bush beans and sweet potatoes.
Native supplies include bananas, oranges, papaya etc.

Water, an essential, is brought each day from the river or acommunity well, carried in containers on top of their
heads, walking anywhere from ahalf mile to two miles back to their home. Thisis especially aduty for the children.
Everything is transported on their heads. Their stature is very straight, and the contents balance well on their head. | saw a
women carrying eight dozen eggs in a container on top of her head; baskets with six or seven chickens are carried the
same way. An amazing event to me was seeing a group of men unloading atruck of cement bags, placing the 70 pound
bags on top of their heads and carrying them to the storage room.

Pantry Ingathering. A BI G thank youto all the studentsat St. Paul’s Day School who collected 9,850 itemsfor our
Pantry, and to the Middle School studentswho hel ped box and carry theitemsto the church last week.

Christmas Qutreach Projectsfor our Pantry

Adults: Warm socks, t-shirtsand underwar efor our Pantry community. SizesM to XL . Mensand womens.
Children: Socks, mittens, hats-girlsand boys-all sizes.

The United Way number for a pledge or a donation madeto . Paul’s food pantry is #1586825. Should you
wish to designate a portion of your United Way pledge to the pantry, simply include what percentage of the
pledge you wish to donate and list the number above.



Schedule of Services and Eventsfor December 2006

Services

First Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 2
5:00p.m. - Holy Eucharist - Ritel

December 3, 2006
8:00a.m. - Holy Eucharist- Ritel
10:30a.m. Holy Eucharist- Ritell

Second Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 9
5:00p.m. - Holy Eucharist - Ritel

December 10, 2006

8:00a.m. - Holy Eucharist- Ritel

10:30a.m. Holy Eucharist- Ritell
L esson and Carols Service

Third Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 16
5:00 p.m. - Ritell

Holy Eucharist December 17,2006
8:00a.m. - Holy Eucharist - Ritel
10:30a.m. Holy Eucharist- Ritell

Fourth Sunday of Advent
NO SATURDAY SERVICE

December 24, 2006
10:00a.m.ONE SERVICE - Morning Prayer

4:30p.m. Holy Eucharist - Ritell Children'sPageant
10:00p.m. CarolsandHoly Eucharsit- Ritell

ChristmasDay December 25, 2006
10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist - Ritell (homusic)

First Sunday After Christmas
Saturday, December 30, 2006
5:00p.m. - Holy Eucharist - Ritel

December 31, 2006
10:00a.m. ONE SERVICE - Holy Eucharist - Ritell

Adult Forumand Adult Events

“Defrocking &. Nick: Balancing Spiritual and
Secular Dimensionsof Advent andChristmas.” On
December 3, 10, and 17, theAdult Forum presentsa
seriesthat beginswithaplayful spirit but isalso serious
and identifiesapast and present tension many
experience during the Christmas season.

December 3 - 5:30 p.m. Progressive Dinner. Dinner
is$15 aperson. RSVP to the Church office or sign up
on the bulletin board at the south entrance. The dinner
will be at the homes of the Gerwicks, Watts, and
Hodges.

Children and Family Events
December 2 - All Family Roller Skating Party -
7:30 - 10 p.m.at Skate World on the NW side of 1-35 and
Shawnee Mission Parkway. The cost is $6.75 per
person. Thisisan activity for kidsin grades 3-12 and al
familiesandindividual sinterestedinjoining us. RSV P
please to the church.

December 9 - Serving Breakfast at St. Paul's KCK -
9-11 am.

December 16 - Kids Day Out - 10 am.-2 p.m.
Parish Hall. Advanced registration required. Visiting
Bishop Spencer Place 2-3 p.m.

December 16 - Christmas Caroling on the Plaza - 6
p.m. in front of Barnes and Noble.

December 19 - 6- 10 p.m. St. Paul's Y outh wrapping
books at Barnes and Noble for Outreach ministry.

December 22 - 1-6 p.m. St. Paul's Adults wrapping
book at Barnes and Noble to benefit our Food Pantry.

January 6th, 2007 A FESTIVAL OF EPIPHANY
Three Magi will be crowned and will lead participantsin
activitiesthroughout the church. Thiswill includefood,
crafts, outreach projects, and special prayers and wor-
ship service.

Christmas Outreach Projects for our Pantry
Adults: Warm socks, t-shirts and underware for
our Pantry community. SizesM to XL. Mens and
womens. Children: Socks, mittens, hats-girls and
boys-all sizes.




MEET WHITNEY GEE!
By Ruth Shipley

Whitney Geeis devoting her time— both professional and personal - to bettering our
community.

She began working as the Director of Community Investment for the Greater
Kansas City Community Foundation 3 %2 years ago immediately after graduating from
college. The Foundation worksto improve the quality of lifein Kansas City by increasing
charitable giving — by connecting donors to the needs they are particularly concerned with
—and by providing leadership on critical community issues. Whitney works, for example,
with the Board of the Jacob L. and Ella C. Loose Foundation which supports organizations
serving needy children and familiesin Kansas City, Missouri. Whitney enjoysworking with
non-profit agencies and learning about philanthropic activity in Kansas City.

Whitney graduated from Williams College, asmall liberal artscollegelocated in Williamstown, M assachusetts, the
same college her father, Gordon Gee, attended and where her younger sister, Hilary Gee, is currently studying. (Her
brother Cameron attends Trinity Collegein San Antonio.) She graduated with amajor in French and a concentration in
Leadership Studies. She spent her junior year studying at the Sorbonne in Paris. “It was interesting going from one of the
best schoolsin the U.S. to one of the best in Paris,” Whitney said. “In the U.S. there were 10-12 studentsin aclass. In
Paris, there was alecture hall with 400 people,” Whitney explained. But even after living in Paris, a city she loves, and
Williamstown, Massachusetts, Whitney knew she wanted to come back to Kansas City and be involved in the community
here.

And she certainly isinvolved. When asked what her habbies are, Whitney responded that she volunteers for a
number of organizations. For example, she is an Ambassador for the Performing Arts Center; she helps to create interest
in the community for the Center. Sheis on a committee for the Del.aSalle Education Center located at 37" and Forest.
Del aSaleisan dternative school for kids who cannot succeed in public school. She helps to raise money for the Belles
of the American Royal. This organization has existed for fifty-five years, Whitney said. “It's a great way to meet women
of all agesand mentoo,” she said. Whitney met her boyfriend at her ball — he was an escort. “You spend six weeks
learning a 10 minute waltz you perform for everyone,” she explained. Women of all generations help to put on aball and
participate in other fundraising activitiesaswell. Whitney isalso the Regional Alumni President for Williams College.
Sheisin charge of fundraising for her class.

Whitney says she got her spirit for community involvement from her father’s example and from attending St.
Paul’s Episcopal Day School. A cradle Episcopalian, (her parents married at St. Paul’s) Whitney attended St. Paul’s from
preschool through eighth grade. “You really get that from St. Paul’s,” she said. “You're here, and because you' re here
you need to help,” Whitney explained. “There are close to 1,000 nonprofitsin Kansas City — so much potential to do good
things,” she said.



